
 

A communication of the Propane Gas Association of Canada, the national voice for the Canadian propane industry. 
800, 717–7th Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta T2P 0Z3 • info@propanegas.ca • 1.877.784.4636 • www.propanegas.ca 

Propane Safety 
Barbecue Safety 

1 
© 2010 Propane Gas Association of Canada. All rights Reserved. Version 1.3, February 2010.

B A R B E C U E  S A F E T Y  T I P S

The Prop ased to share the following 
barbecue

age 

for the first time each 

ires “O” rings. 

r the BBQ’s gas 

4. Use a flexible br is purpose) to clean the tubes between the 
 spiders or insects 
ues start “blowing 

.  

Check for Leaks 

 your barbecue for 
st time, after an extended period, or any time you replace the cylinder. 

tion (or a mixture of 50% liquid soap 
and 50% wat s and valves. If rising bubbles appear, 
you have a le

nd test again. If 
 contact a qualified service 

Lighting the Barbeque 

 Always ing. 

 the gas supply. 
gniter switch. 

with the barbecue, turn off the service valve first to ensure 
there’s no propane left in the hose; then close the burner control valves. 

 Make sure the gas grill is shut off and has cooled completely before 
covering it. 

Leave Repairs to the Professionals 

 If an appliance is not working correctly, or you are unable to operate it, 
contact a qualified service technician. Never modify or repair a barbecue or 
cylinder parts, including connectors, regulators, valves, burners, and 
controls. 

 By 
Qual if ied 

 

Get Fi l led

Attendants 

All filling attendants are r
by law to be properly trai
and certified. O

ane Gas Association of Canada is ple
 safety tips. 

Taking Your Barbeque Out of Stor

1. Inspect and clean your gas barbecue before using it equired 
ned 

ualified 
season. 

nly a q
individual may fill y

d, the 
ver must 

damage, rust

Since January 200
re-qualified cylinders up to 18 kg 
(40 lbs) must be equipped with 
an Overfill Prevention Device 

er? 

2. If the fittings, flex hose or burners are worn or rusted, replace them and 
replace missing or worn “O” rings if your connector requ

3. Ensure that the burner’s venturi are properly seated ove
valve orifices. 

our portable 
, ask 

r 
cylinder. If you are unsure
to see their certification o
record of training. 

Before any cylinder is fille
attendant or bulk dri
check for dents, 

ush (made for th
gas valve and the burner, as blockages can occur due to
(in many cases, debris in the tubes is the reason barbeq, 
out” for no reason when they were formerly working well)or leaks, and all new cylin

must be purged of air and 
moisture. Notify the atten
you are presenting a ne
cylinder. 

ders 

dant if 
w 

Always check all cylinder connections for leaks before using
the fir

8, all new or  Brush a commercial leak detector solu
er) onto all connection
ak. 

 Close the service valve, tighten the leaking connection, a
bubbles continue, shut off the service valve and

(recognized by a uniq
triangular hand wheel). 

 

ue 

technician. 

 Never use matches or lighters to check for leaks. 

Old Cylind

Propane cylinders must b
inspected and re-qualifi

 open the barbecue lid before light
e 

ed by a 
 Use the service valve on the propane cylinder to turn on

Next, turn on the burner and immediately use the i

 When finished 
certified re-qualifier or replaced 
every 10 years in Canada. It’s 
against the law for an attendant 
to fill an outdated cylinder. 

There are identifying marks 
stamped onto the collar of 
cylinders identifying the original 
date of manufacture and any 
subsequent re-testing dates. 
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n a secure, well-
sources of heat 

from anything that 

e and never store 
are cylinders under or near the barbecue. 

learances from 
ranches, leaves, or 

he grill. 

appliance has 
odate propane. 

from the barbecue. 

caps o

r hear a 
mmediately and 

 on your balcony. 

rbecue: 

 sure the lid is open and the burner valves are closed; then shut off 
stem. 

der. Older models have a POL (prest-o-lite) 
 a proper-size wrench. 

ng the cylinder, attach a protective plug or cap to the 
 the cylinder is empty. 

4. To reconnect the cylinder to the service line, first secure the cylinder in a 
cabinet or bracket, remove the protective plug or cap, and then reconnect 
the cylinder. 

5. If your connector POL fitting requires a rubber “O” ring, replace it if it is 
misshapen, torn, cracked, or disintegrating. 

6. Slowly turn on the cylinder service valve only, and ensure burner valves 
remain closed. 

7. Check for leaks (see above). 

Everyday Use 

 Always use and store your barbecue outdoors, upright, i
ing 

Beware of  
CO Poison

All fuel-burning appliance
including barbecues, ca
present the risk of carbo
monoxide (CO) poisoning
installed, operated, vente
maintained properly. T

ventilated area, at least three metres (10 feet) away from 
or ignition, windows or doors, clear of the house, and far 

s, 
n 

might obstruct the flow of air around the grill. 

 Store cylinders off the ground on a non-combustible bas
or place sp

n 
 if not 
d or 

hey 
 Follow the manufacturer’s installation instructions for c

combustible walls, fences, etc. Keep the area clear of b
require an adequate supply of 

Only use appliances only for the 
purpose for which they are 
intended. Never use outdoor 
propane camping equipment l
lamps, camp stoves or 
barbecues in enclosed spa

 

air for combustion and ef
venting of the products of

fective 
other combustibles.  

combustion to the outdoor

Even a small amount o
dangerous in enclosed spa

s.  Never use lighter fluid, gasoline, or other accelerants on t

 Never use propane with natural gas appliances, unless the 
been modified by a qualified service technician to accomm

 Keep children away 

f CO is 
ces. 

 Ensure all lines not attached to the barbecue are closed and terminated with 
r plugs. 

 If you suspect damaged or corroded pipes, a leak, smell an odour, oike 
high-pitched whistling noise, turn off the cylinder valve i
contact a licensed professional. ces. 

 Ensure you have authorization to store or use a barbecue

Know How to Change Your Cylinder 

When it’s time to change the portable cylinder on your ba

1. Make
the cylinder service valve supplying propane to the sy

2. Disconnect and remove the cylin
fitting with a left-hand thread that requires the use of

3. If you are transporti
service valve outlet, even if
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